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Composting at Events  
Social Experience 
 
Events are social opportunities where 
people are open to new people and ideas. 
  



Composting at Events  

Composting 
•  Still unfamiliar to many 

•  50%-60%+ of event discards are 
compostable 

•  Introduce new concept! 

•  Collecting organics at events can 
divert 75% to 97% of materials 
from landfill 

•  Supports zero waste efforts 



CalRecycle Event/Venue Study 
  

1.5 pounds per person per event"

calrecycle.ca.gov/wastechar/wastestudies.htm"





Capturing Organics 
  

Recycle
24%

Compost
62%

Landfill
10%

Reuse
4%

Most of what is 
discarded at events 
is organic! 
 





Collection Stations 
•  Three streams (or two) grouped together - No Can Alone! 
•  Eye level signage - visual and instructive 



The Challenge and Opportunity: 
Capturing Organics   



The Challenge and Opportunity: 
  Beware of Green Washing 

Green Stripe on Non-Compostable 
Cup? 

Non-compostable, “BioLOGICAL” 
 plastic fork still  

= waste, only more expensive 



The Challenge and Opportunity: 
Capturing Organics 

  

•  Sustainable Biomaterials Collaborative 
Network of organizations working together to spur the introduction and use of biomaterials that are sustainable from 
cradle to cradle. 	


www.sustainablebiomaterials.org.	


•  Federal Biobased Products Preferred Procurement Program 
The US Department of Agriculture (USDA) BioPreferred Purchasing promoting biobased products over 
products made from fossil-fuel materials. 

http://www.biobased.oce.usda.gov 

•  USCC Compostable Plastic Toolkit	

http://cptoolkit.org	


•  Institute for Local Self-Reliance – Sustainable plastics study from 
production to recycling or composting end of life	


 

http://www.sustainableplastics.org 
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The Challenge and Opportunity:  
New Materials 



The Challenge: 
New Materials   

http://www.sustainablebiomaterials.org/emerging.materials.php 

Ideally single-use food ware would 
be: 

•  Easily Identifiable to all 

•  100% Biobased from rapidly 
renewable organic content 

•  OMRI Certified 

•  ASTM Certified Compostable, 
Marine Degradable 

•  High-performing and heat resistant 



Choosing the Right Materials 
  

http://www.sfapproved.com	


The Compostable Label 	

 http://www.BPIworld.org	


Biobased Label	




Sorted Compost 
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Reusable Food Service Ware 
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Reusable Food Service Ware  




Reusable Food Service Ware 
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